
The California Pilots Associa-
tion held its Annual Member-
ship Meeting on Saturday 
October 15, at the Hiller Avia-
tion Museum in San Carlos 
California. 

All board members were intro-
duced as were the audience 
members.  

A brief business meeting was 
held as required by our By-
Laws, and then some very 
interesting presentations were 
given. 

The California Pilots Asso-
ciation’s General Aviation 
Advocate of the Year 
Award was presented to 
Marc Santacroce.  

Marc is a 
dedicated 
flight instruc-
tor who self-
lessly 
worked to 
get flight 
schools and 
flight instruc-
tors exempt 
from AB48. AB48 is a law 

The California Pilots 
Association recognized 
Marc Santacroce as 
their “General Aviation 
Defender of the Year” 
at their Annual Meeting 
in San Carlos on Octo-
ber 15, 2011. 
 

California’s flight train-
ing industry has been 
battling the stealth im-
position of burdensome 
regulatory procedures 
for nearly two years. 
While the national avia-
tion trade organizations 
received the majority of 

publicity for their efforts 
(mostly as a result of their 
own PR department news 
releases) several individu-
als took up the cause and 
opposed the unan-
nounced regulatory impo-
sition as well. Among the-
se, Marc Santacroce 
stood out as the most ac-
tive and effective advo-
cate. 
 

An independent flight in-
structor in Concord, Marc 
decided this battle was 
too important to just let 
“the alphabet groups” do 

the fighting. Santacroce’s 
hours of research and vol-
umes of communications 
with flight instructors and 
schools across the state 
are beyond measure. He 

See Defender Continued on page 9) 

Marc Santacroce is CalPilots “GA Defender of the Year” 

CalPilots Annual Meeting San Carlos October 15th 
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Serving Pilots Of California With Pride 

www.calpilots.org 

which oversees secondary 
education schools to insure 
that students do not lose 
their tuition to unscrupulous 
practices.  

 See CalPilots Continued on page 3) 

President Ed Rosiak Presenting to 

Max Santacroce 

http://www.calpilots.org
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which if you haven’t visited, is 
worth the entry cost. I visited it 
a few years ago and was 
amazed at the eclectic assort-
ment of aviation on display. 
Don’t let the name fool you, 
there is a lot more there than 
helicopters.  
I strongly recommend it. 
You see I found myself more 
enthusiastic regarding general 
aviation and smiling after that 
meeting.  It would seem that an 
easy way to shake the non-
flying blues is to attend an avia-
tion event and surrounding 
one’s self with other aviators.  
Our annual meetings are always 
educational and we do our best 
to provide great speakers each 

Getting Your Aviation Smile 
Back 
The continuing issues with the 
economy can make it difficult to 
get excited about anything, in-
cluding aviation. It may be that 
because of the nation’s continu-
ing economic doldrums many of 
us are restricted from flying as 
much as we would like, or at all, 
which in turn has us in some 
sort of minor state of depres-
sion.  
No, I am not a psychologist. This 
simplistic non-scientific point of 
view is a result of our annual 
meeting held on October 15th 
in San Carlos CA - which started 
me thinking.  
CalPilots held our 2011 Annual 
Meeting at the Hiller Museum, 

year. This year we were very 
lucky and privileged to have Max 
Trescott, National Certificated 
Flight Instructor of the Year, a 
designated Master Flight and 
Ground Instructor, Author on 
GPS, and Speaker at AirVenture 
and Sun&Fun.  
Max provided us with an excel-
lent presentation on the very 
popular iPad and the huge num-
ber of aviation applications it can 
run. It was one of Max’s columns 
in the EAA magazine that got me 
to thinking about using my iPad 
for flight planning and monitor-
ing. 
Max is impressive and very in-
formed on this new paradigm- 
changing technology. The 

See Presidents Corner Continued on page 11) 

Presidents Corner by Ed Rosiak 

It sounds somewhat bleak 
when you see it put down in 

words like that. But there 
you have it, my own person-

al thumbnail sketch of the 

realities involved in political 
and social activism. Get in 

the game and work hard to 
have an impact on the out-

come, or be content to sit in 
the stands and take whatev-

er comes your way. 

That sounds simple enough, 
doesn’t it? Sadly, it’s not. 

Nope. For those who decide 
to get involved and try to 

steer the ship of state (or 

the airport, or your local 
EAA chapter, or any other 

organization or group you 
might choose) there is a 

bumpy road ahead. Prepare 
yourself accordingly. 

If nothing else I endeavor to 

be honest with you, the 
reader, always. In the big 

ranking system of life, inspi-
ration should come in a dis-

tant second to integrity, 

every time. And so while I 
often rave about the tre-

mendous benefits of Gilbert 
Field, my home airport, I also 

try to make it clear that you 
should feel just as enthusias-

tically about your airport, 

wherever that might be. I am 
not unique, or at least I 

shouldn’t be. Certainly you 
are at least as capable as I 

ever was. For goodness sake, 
I was a D student in high 

school. Based on that alone 
almost everyone has better 

credentials than I do. 

In the interest of full disclo-
sure I will tell you however, 

for all the pride and bombast 

and mass marketing appeal I 
heap on my home airport — I 

am not universally loved for 
my efforts. In fact, there are 

some, only a few thankfully, 
but some who think of me as 

an anti-aviation irritant who 
should be removed from of-

fice. Considering the office I 

hold pays somewhat less than 
minimum wage, there are 

days when I’m willing to take 
them up on that suggestion, 

See Bumpy Ride (Continued on page 7) 

Given the option of taking 
the pessimistic view or the 

optimistic view, I’ll more 
often than not take the 

brighter alternative. I prefer 

to believe that one person 
who is willing to put in sig-

nificant effort can make a 
difference. There are plenty 

of examples of this phe-
nomenon in our history, and 

I will refrain from listing 
them lest someone get the 

mistaken impression that I 

am hoping to somehow link 
myself to greater men (and 

women) who have come 
before me. The point is, you 

can do great things if you 
try. 

Then again, you can simply 

throw up your hands and 
quit, too. There’s certainly 

plenty of room in between 
those two extremes, but in 

general, you’ve got the 

choice of either actively 
working toward a solution 

to the problems you see, or 
passively letting them roll 

over you. 

“For those who decide 

to get involved and try 

to steer the ship of 

state (or the airport, 

or your local EAA 

chapter, or any other 

organization or group 

you might choose) 

there is a bumpy road 

ahead. Prepare 

yourself accordingly.” 

Prepare for a bumpy ride 

“Coming soon, 
members will be 

able to opt to 
receive our 
newsletter 

electronically, or 
sign up for a 

summary electronic 
edition.” 

http://www.generalaviationnews.com/2011/08/22/prepare-for-a-bumpy-ride/


Page 3 November/December 2011 

We are pleased to wel-

come our newest Vice 

President for Region 5 to 

CalPilots.  Bob Eppers, 

who served with the 101
st
 

Airborne in Viet Nam, fell in 

love with California when 

he passed through it on his 

way overseas.  When his 

tour of duty was over, he 

bought a motorcycle and 

returned to California.  That 

was in 1969, and he has 

never left.  A lifelong fasci-

nation with aviation result-

ed in his receiving his li-

cense in 1976, and he is 

currently the owner of a 

1961 Cessna 180.  

Bob builds powerplants for 

a living, and when he was 

invited to bid on an 8-plant 

development adjacent to 

French Valley Airport (the 

airport he flies out of), he 

realized the 

hazard they 

would present 

to flight opera-

tions in the ar-

ea.  With the 

help of CalPi-

lots and others, 

he got involved 

fighting the 

power plant 

projects; they were suc-

cessful in getting them 

stopped.  As a result, he 

and his friend Troy Childs 

were named Airport Advo-

cates of the Year for 2009. 

We know Bob will do a fine 

job as Vice President for 

Region 5, and we look for-

ward to working with him. 

Chris Mannion, former Vice 

President for Region 5, will 

continue his valuable con-

tributions as Director-at-

Large. 

CalPilots Welcomes New Vice President for Region 5 

“ With the help of 
CalPilots and others, 

he got involved 
fighting the power 
plant projects; they 
were successful in 

getting them 
stopped.  “ 

 

CalPilots Annual Meeting 

Our main speaker Max Tres-
cott was designated by the 
National Association of 
Flight Instructors as both a 
Master CFI and a Master 
Ground Instructor, and is 
an author and a frequent 
speaker at EAA 
AirVenture Oshkosh and 
Sun 'n Fun.  

Max gave an excellent 
presentation on using 
technology for flight plan-
ning and monitoring based 
on use of the iPad and a 
few other technologies.  

 

 

(Continued from page 1) CallPilots We want to thank the Hiller 
Aviation Museum for allow-
ing us to use their wonderful 
facility for our meeting.  

We highly recommend visit-
ing this museum if you 
haven’t been there.  

“Our main speaker Max 
Trescott was designated 

by the National 
Association of Flight 
Instructors as both a 

Master CFI and a Master 
Ground Instructor, and is 
an author and a frequent 

speaker at EAA 
AirVenture Oshkosh and 

Sun 'n Fun.” 

 

Max Trescott giving presentation on Glass Technologies 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/EAA_AirVenture_Oshkosh
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/EAA_AirVenture_Oshkosh
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design that narrowed options for 
pilots navigating to stay clear of 
the area, thus reducing safety. 

 

 

“The new design is smaller and 
does mitigate some of the im-
pacts of the previous design. 
However, the FAA still has not 
committed to a sweeping, full-
scale review of the entire south-
ern California area as requested 
by AOPA, local pilots, and other 
membership organizations,” said 
Tom Kramer, AOPA manager of 
air traffic services.  

AOPA is reviewing the design 
and seeks input from local mem-
bers as the association drafts its 
response to the proposal. 

The informal airspace meetings 
were held Oct. 25 and 26 from 6 
until 9 p.m. at the Holiday Inn Long 
Beach Airport, 2640 N. Lakewood 
Blvd., Long Beach, CA 90815. For 

more information call 562/597-
4401. 

Members are encouraged to sub-
mit comments in triplicate by Dec. 
12 to John Warner, Operations 
Support Group, AJV–W2, Western 
Service Area, Air Traffic Organi-
zation, Federal Aviation Admin-
istration, 1601 Lind Avenue, SW., 
Renton, WA 98057.  

By Dan Namowitz From AOPA Online 
Sept-6-2011 

FAA holds meetings on second try at Long Beach airspace plan  

“However, the 

FAA still has not 

committed to a 

sweeping, full-

scale review of 

the entire south-

ern California 

area as request-

ed by AOPA, lo-

cal pilots, and 

other member-

ship organiza-

tions .” 

 

The FAA has scheduled two 
informal airspace meetings as it 
pursues an effort to establish 
Class C airspace for the now-
Class D airspace in Long 

Beach, Calif. AOPA views the 
airspace change as a quick fix 
that should be incorporated into 
a full review of the airspace 
needs of all of Southern Califor-
nia, and encourages members 
to attend the meetings and 
submit comments to the FAA. 

The meetings set for Oct. 25 
and 26 mark a second round of 
informational sessions intended 
to help develop a design for the 
Class C airspace proposal. The 
FAA held a first round of meet-
ings in June 2010, resulting in a 

http://www.aopa.org/advocacy/articles/2010/100722longbeach.html
http://www.aopa.org/advocacy/articles/2010/100722longbeach.html
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2011-08-23/pdf/2011-21424.pdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2011-08-23/pdf/2011-21424.pdf
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In response to pilot concerns about 

the limited visibility of meteorologi-

cal towers (MET) less than 200-

feet high, and erected in remote 

and rural areas, the FAA issued 

guidance last June for voluntary 

markings that will help make these 

towers more conspicuous. Under 

current regulations, towers under 

200-feet are not required to follow 

the notice requirements in 14 CFR 

part 77 and do not require an FAA 

Aeronautical study. As a result, 

many new METs are being con-

structed just under the  200-foot 

mark and can be erected often in a 

matter of hours. The lack of lights 

and colored markings can make 

these METs difficult to distinguish, 

especially for aerial applicators, law 

enforcement, helicopter emergency 

medical evacuation services, and 

other operators that conduct low-

altitude operations. To address this 

issue, the FAA issued a notice of 

policy that recommends METs 200 feet 

and shorter be painted entirely with 

alternating bands of aviation orange 

and white. The guidance also recom-

mends using orange-colored spherical 

markers along with high visibility 

sleeves or flags to help pilots identify 

the supporting guy wires. The FAA 

recommends that landowners and 

developers refer to the guidance in 

Advisory Circular (AC) 70/7460-1K, 

Obstruction Marking and Lighting for 

the voluntary marking of METs less 

than 200 feet high. 

The number of cell phone, wind ener-

gy, and their towers erected through-

out the United States in agricultural 

regions has increased significantly over 

the past several years, and the in-

crease is projected to continue into the 

future. To help pilots deal with 

the risk from METs, the FAASTeam has 

developed a new brochure 

www.faa.gov/pilots/safety/

pilotsafetybrochures/ highlighting 

several safety tips. One preflight task 

that can help you stay safe is to see 

if your state maintains a tower regis-

try on the Internet. Then check your 

route of flight for any possible over-

lap. You are also strongly encour-

aged to conduct an overflight of a 

work area from a safe altitude to 

check for obstructions before de-

scending to altitudes where these 

towers may be present. 

ment of Transportation has stated 
the GPS interference could result 
in almost 800 aviation fatalities 
and cost over $100 billion. Our 
military operations, search and 
rescue efforts and many more 
activities affecting the safety and 
well being of the general public 
could be impacted.” 
LightSquared has been reported 
to be working on a technical fix to 
prevent interference. Petri says 
that’s fine if they can pull it off 
without causing an undue burden 
to GPS users, but in the mean-
time he contends that the Federal 
Communications Commission has 
been far too accommodating in 
allowing LightSquared to proceed 
with its plans. 
In his letter, Petri objected to 
LightSquared’s ad which placed 
the blame for the controversy on 
the manufacturers of GPS equip-
ment. Petri responded: “This ig-
nores the fact that GPS was locat-
ed on this part of the spectrum 
long before LightSquared devised 
its plan to employ a terrestrial 

In a letter to the chairman and 
CEO of a wireless company 
LightSquared, House Aviation 
Subcommittee Chairman Tom 
Petri (R-Wis.) sought to set the 
record straight following the 
company’s ad in the Wall Street 
Journal the day before. 
LightSquared, a wireless broad-
band company, has been mired 
in controversy because it plans 
to use a portion of the radio 
spectrum adjacent to that used 
by GPS. Opponents say that 
LightSquared’s more powerful 
signal could disrupt GPS, creat-
ing problems for those who rely 
on GPS, including pilots. “A fully 
functioning GPS system is criti-
cal to ongoing efforts to mod-
ernize the nation’s air traffic 
control system,” Petri noted. 
In his letter, Petri gives voice to 
concerns he has heard that 
LightSquared’s ground-based 
equipment will cause an unac-

ceptable level of interference. 
In his letter to LightSquared 
chairman and CEO Sanjiv Ahuja, 
Petri noted: “The U.S. Depart-

“As a result, many 

new METs are 

being constructed 

just under the  200

-foot mark and can 

be erected often in 

a matter of hours. 

The lack of lights 

and colored 

markings can 

make these METs 

difficult to 

distinguish, .” 

FAA Issues New Guidance for MET Towers 

“The two San 

Joaquin Valley 

airports are among 

four in California, 

and among 110 

nationwide, slated 

to lose subsidies if 

the Essential Air 

Service program 

ends in October 

2013, as the bill 

proposes” 

Rep. Petri rebuts LightSquared ad in letter to CEO 

network within the satellite band 
of radio spectrum.” 
“In fact, your spectrum was 
purchased at bargain prices 
because it was not intended for 
terrestrial operations,” Petri con-
tinued. “If it were always in-
tended for such use, it would 
have been of much higher val-
ue. It became high value spec-
trum when it became clear that 

LightSquared’s business plan 
was to abuse the ancillary ter-
restrial authorization and use 
the spectrum for terrestrial 
based operations — a radical 
change to the intended use of 
spectrum.” 
“I would suggest that it is 
LightSquared using a part of the 
spectrum for inappropriate pur-
poses that has led to this dilem-
ma,” Petri wrote. “Don’t blame 
GPS, a service that is vital to our 
national security, aviation safety 
and efficiency, serves billions of 
users and the overall public 
good.” 

Janice Wood General Aviation News | September 
18, 2011 

FAA has issued guidance for 
voluntary markings to make METs 
more noticeable. 

http://www.faa.gov/pilots/safety/pilotsafetybrochures/)
http://www.faa.gov/pilots/safety/pilotsafetybrochures/)
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LightSquared says it will 
take legal action if the FCC 
rejects its plan to build a 
nationwide wireless broad-
band system in the U.S. that 
the GPS industry and De-
partment of Defense says 
will interfere with GPS sig-
nals. In its most aggressive 
move so far, LightSquared 
wrote a letter (PDF) to FCC 
Chairman Julius 
Genachowski reiterating the 
company's position that the 
faulty design and perfor-
mance of the majority of 
GPS receivers is responsi-
ble for the interference de-
tected in a series of tests 
earlier this year. 
LightSquared then called a 

news conference to throw 
down the legal gauntlet. "If it 
is impossible to get a deci-
sion on this that allows us to 
go forward, I think our way 
forward is pretty clear, that 
we then have to insist on 
our legal rights," 
LightSquared VP of Govern-
ment and Regulatory Affairs 
Jeff Carlisle is quoted by 
ExecutiveGov as telling re-
porters. "If you have to be 
the bad guy, and go out and 
start … insisting on your 
property line, well, then 
that's what we'll do." The 
FCC has ordered more test-
ing and the results are due 
Nov. 30. 
 

As we reported in June, 
Genachowski assured Sen. 
Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa, the 
FCC "will not permit 
LightSquared to provide com-
mercial service until it is clear 
potential GPS interference 
concerns have been resolved." 
In its most recent letter to 
Genachowski, LightSquared 
makes it clear it expects the 
GPS industry to modify its 
equipment to ensure it doesn't 
allow signals from outside the 
frequency ranges assigned to 
GPS to interfere with their op-
eration. There are about 500 
million GPS-reliant devices in 
use in the U.S. LightSquared 
has admitted that a small per-

See LightSquared (Continued on page 11) 

LightSquared Threatens Legal Action If System Denied 

“If it is impossible to 
get a decision on this 
that allows us to go 
forward, I think our 

way forward is pretty 
clear, that we then 

have to insist on our 
legal rights” 

Bob Hope Airport officials on Mon-

day launched a study that could 

reduce the number of property 

owners eligible for a federally 

funded program to soundproof 

their homes from aircraft noise. 

About 1,900 property owners have 

yet to sign up for the 12-year-old 

program and some of them could 

be left out in the cold if the eligibil-

ity area shrinks. Noise pollution at 

Bob Hope Airport has steadily de-

clined over the years with quieter 

aircraft and more efficient man-

agement of air traffic, officials say, 

reducing the area for which sound-

proofing is needed. 

The Burbank-Glendale-Pasadena 

Airport Authority on Monday 

agreed to pay NSA Construction to 

soundproof 30 more homes, which 

will get double-paned windows, 

new doors and insulation. The 

program also pays for central air 

conditioning, if needed. 

Since the launch of the sound-

proofing program, 2,356 single- 

and multi-family dwellings have 

undergone improvements and 

the owners of 357 residential 

units have expressed interest, 

according to the airport au-

thority. 

But the owners of 1,926 

dwellings have not participat-

ed or expressed interest, offi-

cials said, including some who 

haven’t responded to mailings 

and personal visits.  

Of those, 115 are multi-family 

structures, which the Federal 

Aviation Administration dis-

continued covering about two 

years ago, said Mark Har-

dyment, director of environ-

mental programs at Bob Hope 

Airport. 

Officials, though, expect the 

multi-family buildings to be 

eligible again in the future, 

airport spokesman Victor Gill 

said. 

Because the soundproof eligi-

bility area shrank between the 

initial study in 1989 and a 

follow-up in 1998, it’s possible that 

it could get even smaller, knocking 

some homes out of the eligibility zone, 

airport officials said. 

The first study identified 1,580 acres in 

the eligibility area. The second study 

shifted some homes located southwest 

of the airport out of the area, Har-

dyment said. Specific figures for that 

study were not immediately available. 

The homes that haven’t yet been 

soundproofed are sprinkled throughout 

the eligibility area, Hardyment said, 

adding that there is a small concentra-

tion of eligible homes north of the air-

field. 

Gill said some homeowners may not 

want to participate because their 

homes have code violations, such as a 

garage converted into a bedroom with-

out a permit. The airport has upped 

the amount it pays homeowners to 

address code violations from $5,000 to 

$7,500, Gill added. 

Since the initial study, the airport has 

used its own equipment to monitor 

See Bob Hope( Continued on page 9) 

Bob Hope Airport begins noise study 

“Because of quieter 

aircraft, reduced 

operations and 

continued efforts to 

make residential 

soundproofing 

improvements, the 

impact area had 

shrunk to a little 

more than 757 acres 

as of June 2010, as 

unacceptable under 

state noise 

standards.”  
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“It’s my unshakable 

position that general 

aviation has so many 

benefits, and is so 

poorly understood by 

the public at large, that 

in almost every major 

aspect of municipal 

interest it is the low 

hanging fruit.” 

paralleled. As an educational 

resource, it’s broad spectrum of 
opportunities lend it the ability 

to grab the attention of even 
the most bored and disinterest-

ed student, regardless of their 
age or background. As an eco-

nomic engine for the communi-
ty at large, it’s got real power 

to provide jobs, an expanded 

tax base, and economic oppor-
tunity that few other industries 

can offer. 

So I will say with absolute can-
dor, go out and do your best. 

Change the world. Bring avia-
tion to its best possible position 

in your town, or your city, or 
your county. Your home town 

will be better for it in the long 
run. Just be aware that you will 

not win accolades and awards 

for your efforts. In fact, if you 
are fortunate enough to find 

yourself in elective office as I 
have been, you may find that 

your best efforts, and even 
your biggest successes, put you 

out on the street when the next 
election rolls around. 

Learn to live with that and you’ll 

be just fine. Because when you 
step into the arena of public ser-

vice, even if it’s general aviation 
related public service, doing the 

job really well often translates to 
losing the job in exchange for 

your attempts. That’s really not 
such a bad trade-off, though. 

Because you get to go home 

with your head held high, and 
the knowledge that you did the 

best you could to help your 
neighbors, and an industry that 

desperately needs the attention 
of people just like you. 

Yeah, I can live with that. And 

I’ll bet you can too. 
 

Jamie Beckett is a CFI and A&P me-
chanic who stepped into the political 
arena in an effort to promote and pro-
tect GA at his local airport. He is also a 
founding partner and regular contribu-
tor to FlightMonkeys.com. You can 
reach him at:  

Jamie@GeneralAviationNews.com 

Reprinted with permission from Gen-
eral Aviation News 
(GeneralAviationNews.com)". 

Aug 23, 2011 

“Apparently the 

FAA and the City of 

Los Angeles have 

disregard for the 

Federal Regulations 

and the California 

Land Use Compati-

bly Handbook.”   

too. But I don’t. And I will tell 

you why. 

I believe in the value of gen-
eral aviation. That’s not a 

casual position in my case, 
either. It’s my unshakable 

position that general aviation 
has so many benefits, and is 

so poorly understood by the 
public at large, that in almost 

every major aspect of munici-

pal interest it is the low 
hanging fruit. General avia-

tion is the industry where the 
greatest gains can be made 

for the least investment in 
time, money, and resources. 

Effort, well that’s another 

story entirely. Making real 
change happen in most com-

munities, especially as it per-
tains to aviation, is a work-

load and a half. But it’s worth 

it. Oh yes, it’s absolutely 
worth it. 

As an anti-drug incentive 

program for youth and adults 
alike, general aviation is un-

(Continued from page 2) SMO 

Visit Caltrans Division of 

Aeronautics Website for a 

lot of good information. 

http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/
planning/aeronaut/ 

Cal Trans Link to newslet-
ters : 
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/
planning/aeronaut/
AeroNewsletter2010.html  

Prepare for a bumpy ride 

Whiteman Airport Update 

The work is progressing on 

the Incompatible Land Use 
in the Runway Protection 

Area at the Departure end 
of Runway 12 at Whiteman 

Airport. 

Apparently the FAA and the 

City of Los Angeles have 
disregard for the Federal 

Regulations and the Califor-

nia Land Use Compatibly 
Handbook, that states the 

building is not compatible.  

In talking with the County 

of Los Angeles Division of 
Airports, I have been told 

that the County is still ac-
tively considering acquiring 

the property, which resides 

in the City of Los Angeles, 
and the removing the 

buildings. 

This building was ap-

proved in spite of an acci-
dent in the 1970’s when a 

Piper Apache lost an en-
gine on the departure from 

Runway 30 and crashed 

into a building at the end 
of the Runway . This re-

sulted in property damage 
and the death of all occu-

pants in the aircraft.  

mailto:Jamie@GeneralAviationNews.com
http://GeneralAviationNews.com
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/planning/aeronaut/
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/planning/aeronaut/
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/planning/aeronaut/AeroNewsletter2010.html
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/planning/aeronaut/AeroNewsletter2010.html
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/planning/aeronaut/AeroNewsletter2010.html
http://www.generalaviationnews.com/2011/08/22/prepare-for-a-bumpy-ride/


Page 8 Airport Advocate 

Planning for the future of the 

Nut Tree Airport is back on 

track with the first Master 

Plan update meeting since 

December. 

Solano County has owned the 

airport since 1969 and is cur-

rently in the process to update 

its Master Plan, the first of its 

kind since 1993. 

On Wednesday night, alterna-

tives were weighed by the 

group of 24 that consisted of 

county, city and airport em-

ployees. 

One alternative seemed to 

stand up to the test: It fixes 

short term needs while also 

planning for the distant fu-

ture. 

Dubbed Alternative 3, the plan 

shifts the runway north 180 

feet away from an existing 

canal, identifies aviation and 

non-aviation development are-

as, maintains the 4,700-foot 

runway and plans for the year 

2030 with a long-term plan to 

protect adjacent areas for  

future growth. 

"In my professional judgment, 

it's probably the prudent thing 

to do to protect that area," said 

Nut Tree Airport Manager 

Dave Daly. "It plans and re-

serves that area for possible 

runway extension." 

Although the existing runway 

will likely meet the needs of 

the airport for the next 17 to 

18 years, Daly explained that 

it would be a good idea to plan 

ahead now. 

Peter Van Pelt, consultant 

with Barnard Dunkelberg & 

Company, agreed. "You 

should protect what your fu-

ture might bring," he said and 

added that even though the 

space has been preserved, 

when the time comes there 

will still need to be a demand 

to justify a bigger runway. 

David Bastian, Solano Coun-

ty's fleet manager, said, 

"Alternative 3 doesn't signifi-

cantly increase the expense, 

but preserves the land for the 

future." 

How the airport will tie into 

the adjacent Nut Tree Devel-

opment is also important to 

the city and the county. 

Concerns were raised during 

the meeting about land use 

compatibility zones, how 

existing development, such 

as the Nut Tree Plaza, and 

future development will be 

impacted by changes at the 

airport. 

When complete, the updat-

ed Master Plan will estab-

lish guidelines for improv-

ing the airport's facilities 

during the next 20 years, 

lay the groundwork for 

further environmental 

analysis, and enable the 

airport to obtain Federal 

Aviation Administration 

funding for capital im-

provements. 

Current working papers 

and background infor-

mation, as well as the Mas-

ter Plan alternatives that 

remain under considera-

tion, can be found at http://

www.solanocounty.com/

AirportMasterPlan 

   Post your opinion on this 

story in the CAA General 

Aviation Forum 

http://

www.californiaaviation.org

/dcfp/dcboard.php 

Future of Vacaville's Nut Tree Airport discussed 

“One alternative 

seemed to stand up to 

the test: It fixes short 

term needs while also 

planning for the 

distant future. 
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made countless trips to 
Sacramento, testifying 
before the Bureau for 
Private Postsecondary 
Education and legisla-
tive committees in the 
Senate and Assembly. 
If there was a twist in 
the process, Marc knew 
it and coordinated its 
dissemination to any-
one that would help ed-
ucate their lawmakers. 
 

Marc’s tireless and 
comprehensive efforts 
were instrumental to the 
passage of a bill ena-

(Continued from page 1 Defender bling the vast majority of 
the state’s flight training 
providers to avoid expen-
sive and overbearing reg-
ulatory oversight.  
 
On behalf of the state’s 
aviation community the 
California Pilots Associa-
tion extends a sincere 
thank you to Marc San-
tacroce. 
 
The result of Marc’ and 
others efforts is below. 
Editor 

noise levels, which officials say 

have improved dramatically.  

On Dec. 31, 1990, the noise-

impact area encompassed 1,138 

acres, of which 303 acres, or 

26%, had unacceptable noise 

levels for homes, churches or 

schools, according to the airport’s 

sound-monitoring system. 

Because of quieter aircraft, re-

duced operations and continued 

efforts to make residential sound-

proofing improvements, the im-

pact area had shrunk to a little 

more than 757 acres as of June 

2010. Of that, only 19 acres, or 

2.5%, were identified as unac-

ceptable under state noise stand-

ards. 

Reprinted from The Burbank Leader 

By Mark Kellam, mark.kellam@latimes.com 

October 25, 2011  

(Continued from page 6) Bob Hope 

“Marc’s tireless and 

comprehensive efforts 

were instrumental to the 

passage of a bill enabling 

the vast majority of the 

state’s flight training 

providers to avoid 

expensive and 

overbearing regulatory 

oversight.”  

GA Defender of the Year 

BILL PROVIDING RELIEF TO CALIFORNIA FLIGHT TRAINING INDUSTRY BECOMES LAW 

The National Air Transporta-

tion Association (NATA) is 

pleased to announce that Cal-

ifornia Governor Jerry Brown 

has signed Senate Bill 619 

into law as Chapter 309. SB 

619 was introduced by State 

Senator Jean Fuller, spon-

sored by NATA and supported 

by many in the industry. SB 

619 provides relief to many of 

the flight training facilities 

that were facing burdensome 

regulation from the California 

Bureau of Private Postsecond-

ary Education (BPPE). With 

the signing of SB 619, flight 

training providers and flight 

training programs that pose 

no financial risk to students 

are exempted from the 

BPPE’s regulations. 

The fight for relief began in 

early 2010 after the California 

legislature included flight 

training in the BPPE’s regula-

tory authority with the pas-

sage of Assembly Bill 48. 

Flight training providers 

were never included in the 

development and debate 

over this bill and the result 

was regulation that threat-

ened to harm flight training 

severely in the state. 

“While we wish this long 

process could have been 

avoided in the first place 

through inclusion of flight 

training providers in the leg-

islative process, today’s sign-

ing of SB 619 speaks vol-

umes about the power of 

our industry when we all 

stand up and work togeth-

er,” said NATA President and 

CEO James K. Coyne. 

“Today’s signing of this bill 

marks the end of a long bat-

tle to ensure that California 

flight training remains a vi-

brant contributor to our 

state economy. I am proud 

to have worked alongside 

NATA and many others in 

the flight training industry in 

passing this legislation,” 

commented Senator Fuller, a 

pilot and author of the legis-

lation. 

Under the new law, flight 

training providers and pro-

grams that do not require 

upfront payment of fees in 

excess of $2500 and also do 

not require students to enter 

into contracts of indebted-

ness are exempted from reg-

ulation by the BPPE. 

NATA, the voice of aviation 

business, is the public policy 

group representing the interests 

of aviation businesses before 

Congress and the federal agen-

cies. 

“Flight training 

providers were never 

included in the 

development and 

debate over this bill and 

the result was 

regulation that 

threatened to harm 

flight training severely 

in the state.”  
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centage of them, 
mostly high-
performance measur-
ing and timing devic-
es, are legitimately 
interfered with by its 
signals and says it 
hired an engineer to 
design a cheap and 
simple fix for those 
units. 

 

Reprinted from 

AVweb 10/6/2011 

(Continued from page 6) 

LightSquared 

meeting attendees came out 
of there very well informed 
on this latest technology mar-
vel. I also got the feeling just 
listening to Max that he has 
to be an excellent flight in-
structor.  
You can check Max out at his 
web site : 
http://www.maxtrescott.com 
He is the consummate profes-
sional – if only all flight in-
struction could be this much 
fun and informative maybe 

(Continued from page 2) Presidents Corner general aviation wouldn’t 
be in as much trouble as it 
is. 
If you are seeking to reig-
nite that aviation spark I 
suggest you attend some 
aviation events, be it an 
EAA meeting, or airport 
event. While you are at it, 
check out the iPad’s ability 
too. Once you start flying 
regularly again you’ll be 
happy you did.  Oh yeah, 
try visiting our web site too 
– education is a good 
thing.  

FEDERAL AND STATE CONTACTS 

President Barack Obama 

The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 

Washington, DC 20590 

FAX (202) 456-2461 

president@whitehouse.gov 

 

Secretary of Transportation 

Ray LaHood 

U. S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

Phone (202) 366-4000 

Dot.gov.comments@ost.dot.gov  

 

FAA Administrator J. Randolph Babbitt 

Federal Aviation Administration 

800 Independence Avenue SW 

Washington, DC 20591 

Phone (202) 366-4000  

1-866-835-532 

Contact FAA 

 

Governor Jerry Brown 

State Capitol Building 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

Phone: 916-445-2841 

Fax: 916-445-4633 

http://www.govmail.ca.gov  

 

Senator Barbara Boxer 

Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

Phone (202) 224-3553 

Web Form: boxer.senate.gov/en/contact/ 

 

Senator Diane Feinstein 

Hart Senate Office Building 112 

Washington, DC 20510 

Phone (202) 224-3841 

http://feinstein.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?

FuseAction=ContactUs.EmailMe 

 

Congressman Mike Honda 15th District 

1713 Longworth HOB 

Washington, DC 20515 

Phone: (202) 225-2631 

Fax: (202) 225-2699 

http://honda.house.gov/ 

 

Other California Congressmen 

http://www.house.gov/house/

MemberWWW_by_State.shtml#ca 

Gary Cathy, Chief Division of Aeronautics 

Department of Transportation, 

Division of Aeronautics, MS #40 

P. O. Box 942874, Sacramento, 

CA 94274-0001 

Phone (916) 654-5470  

Fax - 916.653.9531 

gary.cathey@dot.ca.gov 

 

For Cal Senate and Assembly contacts 

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/yourleg.html 

 

CALIFORNIA PILOT PAC 
 

  WHAT IS A PILOT PAC? 

 
The California Pilot Political Action Committee is sponsored by California Pilots 

Association (CALPILOTS). The PAC is an independent legal entity administered 

by a board of Trustees. All bookkeeping is separate from CALPLOTS and regular 

reports of income and disbursements are made to the California Secretary of 

State. All funding is received from voluntary contributions. No CALPILOTS mem-

bership dues are used for this purpose. 

 

 WHY DO WE NEED A PILOT PAC? 
 

As a tax-exempt, California public benefit corporation and a Federal 501(c)(3) 

nonprofit organization, CALPILOTS cannot engage in any “substantial amount” of 

political activity. The PAC provides an opportunity for the aviation community to 

support “aviation-friendly”; legislators and candidates. This includes members of 

city councils, county boards of supervisors and state legislators. Through the 

PAC the aviation community can support legislation that is favorable to aviation. 

The PAC Trustees decide which California Senate and California Assembly incum-

bents or candidates to support or oppose. Local airport pilot representatives 

decide which city council or county supervisor candidates to support. Local pilots 

groups have found that banner towing can be a very effective means of support-

ing a local ”aviation-friendly” candidate. For example, a banner might read “Smith 

for Supervisor” or ‘Jones for City Council” or a direct contribution to their cam-

paign. Information for supporting a local candidate can be obtained by contacting 

the PAC Committee, or 1-800-319-5286. 
 

PAC Committee 
 

Chairman 
 

Contributions can be made to payable to 

 CALIFORNIA PILOT PAC 

PAC contributions are not tax deductible. 

CALIFORNIA PILOT PAC 

November/December 2011 
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CALPILOTS BUSINESS PARTNERS 

 The aviation businesses listed below are business sponsors of CALPILOTS, and made generous contributions, which help to ensure that your 

flight freedoms continue. They deserve your patronage and support of all California Pilots and Aviation Enthusiasts. 

Tell them you are a CALPILOTS member and appreciate their support 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Air Petro Corporation (CCB) 

2151 Convention Center Way, Suite 120 

Ontario, CA 91701-5449 

(800) 548-4184 

www.airpetro.com 
 

 

 

 

Gemini Flight Support (MER) 

3515 Hardstand Ave. 

Atwater, CA 95301-5148 

(209) 725-1455 

gemini@elite.net 

www.geminiflightsupport.com 

 
 

Perris Valley Skydiving (L65) 

2091 Goetz Rd. 

Perris, CA 92570-9315 

(800) 832-8810  

school@skydiveperris.com 

 www.skydiveperris.com 

Air San Luis (SBP) 

785 Airport Dr. 

San Luis Obispo, CA 93401-8369 

(805) 541-1038 

FAX (805) 541-8260  

www.airsanluis.com 

 
 

Clay Lacy Aviation (VNY) 

7435 Valjean Ave. 

Van Nuys, CA 91406 

(818) 989-2900 

FAX (818) 904-3450  

 www.claylacy.com 

 
 

Precissi Flying Service (Q80) 

11919 N. Lower Sacramento Rd. 

Lodi, CA  95242-9248 

(209) 369-4408 

Bud Field Aviation (LVK) 

Hangar Address: 

22005 SkyWest Drive 

Hayward, CA 94541 

(510) 782-9063 

FAX 510-782-9081 

 www.budfieldaviation.com 

 

NAI Aircraft Services (POC) 

1805-D McKinley Ave. 

La Verne, CA 91750 

(909) 596-1361 

email@naiaircraft.com 

 www.naiaircraft.com 

 

 

Optima Publications (PRB) 

(Pilots Guide to CA) 

4740 Wing Way 

Paso Robles, CA 93446-8518 

(805) 226-2848 

FAX (805) 226-2851 

 www.pilotsguide.com 
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